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OUTRAGEOUS!    
MORAL PANICS IN AUSTRALIA

acys

Was Cronulla a moral panic? Or just a blip 
on a continuum of media and politically 
manipulated terror panic? How relevant 
is Stan Cohen’s concept of moral panic in 
the 21st century?

Editors Scott Poynting, co-author of 
Kebabs, kids, cops and crime and Bin 
Laden in the suburbs: Criminalising the 
Arab other, and George Morgan, author 
of Unsettled places: Aboriginal people 
and urbanisation in New South Wales, 
bring together a group of experts whose 

analysis of a wide range of case studies 
reveals that the lessons we may learn 
from this history of moral panics could be 
invaluable.

From media-driven moral outrage about 
larrikins and gang rape in the 1890s to 
recent panics about ‘ethnic’ youth gangs, 
from police beatings during the Great 
Depression to the recent riots at Macquarie 
Fields, this collection reveals that the more 
moral panics stay the same, the more they 
change.


